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SHORT INFORMATION TEXT FOR TOUR GUIDES 

ABOUT THE GROTE KERK IN MONNICKENDAM 

A. The Protestant municipality –- owner of the Grote Kerk – wants to use its church building to 

serve the inhabitants of Monnickendam and the surrounding area as much as possible. The 

Grote Kerk does not just want to be regarded as the house of God, but also that of all those 

in the vicinity of Monnickendam.  

B. Construction: end of the 14th century; built in 250 years; a triple-aisled church; in 

consistently Gothic architectural style; 70m long/ 33m wide/20m high. 

C. Tower: 55m high, bottom part of the tower dates back to the Catholic time, the top was built 

after the reformation (1572), Protestant, so rather sober, no iconoclasm, there were never 

statues on the corbels; tower is still the property of the city of Monnickendam. 

D. Major restorations: 1959-1969 and 2005-2011. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE GROTE KERK 

1. Timeline – showing international events 

2. Ceiling: 3 oak barrel vaulted ceilings, 38 rosettes: 33 of them have a flower pattern, three 
with St Andrew's cross and St Nicholas, 12 brass chandeliers 

3. Gravestones with dates, house marks, coats of arms or trademarks, texts and tools; 
"DGZHIGEWEEST-DIBSWDDLEEST"; sea heroes: Cornelis Dirckszoon, Jan Mauw and Hermanus 
Reijntjes 

4. Wendelmoet Claesdochter; burned at the stake in 1927; the first female martyr for 

Protestantism in the Netherlands  

5. Jan Nieuwenhuijzen epitaph; initiator of the Maatschappij tot Nut van t'Algemeen, (an 

important social institution) 

6. Pews: 6 gentlemen's pews: with the mayor’s pew with a roof, pews for the city council, the 
local officials and the church wardens 

7. Pulpit, 1695; a gift from the Korthals Altes family 
8. Font made of a single piece of sandstone; 13th century 
9. Choir and choir screen: 49 coats of arms and images of King David and the prophet Jeremiah; 

annual election of the mayor 
10. Choir screen: show piece; 15th century 
11. Griffins 
12. Altar stone 
13. Swallow-nest organ, two keyboards; made by Gerstenhauer, 36 registers and 1914 pipes 
14. Chest organ; +/-1828 
15. Stained glass windows  
16. Panel showing list of clergymen 
17. Panel with the text of the Creed, 1985 
18. Our Father panel, 1995 
19. Mourning panel of Petronella Nahuys 


